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EXODUS Chap. viii. ver. 20. 


This is the Finger of God. 


HUS ſpake the magicians of 
Pharaoh, when the power of 
the great God had wrought 

a wonder, which ſurpaſſed their fee- 


ble art to imitate. 


Theſe magicians are not even now 
without their diſciples and followers. 
There are a ſet of conceited philoſo- 
phers in the world, who, like them, 
pretend to account for every thing, 
and boldly attribute the various 
events of providence to every cauſe, 
but the true one. Only in one re- 
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ſpect I fear that they are greater un- 
believers than the magicians: they 
will not acknowledge the finger of 
God, till he make bare his whole arm 
to puniſh them for their infidelity. 


While this ſpirit is inculcated 
amongſt us, no wonder that our 
hearts are hardened; that our mock 
ſolemnities of faſting and humiliation 


are diſregarded by heaven; and that 2 


our prayers fall ſhort of the throne | 
of grace. —_ 
Till we are thoroughly ſenſible of | 
the abſurdity of the doctrines of 5 
fate, chance, neceſſity, ſecond cauſes, 
combinations of human occurrences, 3 
and other ſuch infidel ideas; and in 4 


oppoſition to them all, can acknow- 
ledge the finger of God in the cala- 
mities that befal us, and confeſs that 
they are no more than our iniquities 
have deſerved; till this is the caſe, 
we are not qualified, as a nation, in 


which 


tO x 
which theſe ſhocking tenets abound, 
to humble ourſelves before the Al- 
mighty. No---we are too proud for 
humiliation. While thouſands a- 
mongſt us can ſpeculatively believe, 
and an infinitely greater number can 
practically live, as if God was not the 
inflicter of the evils under which we 
XZ groan; theſe our ſolemn meetings are 


ga farce, and our devotions this day 
— Hypocriſy and abomination. 

8 O may every faithful diſpenſer of 
X God's word now come to the help of 
the Lord againſt the mighty! againſt 
XZ theſe haughty leviathans, that ſport 
themſelves in the waters of infidelity : 
may they boldly endeavour to con- 
= vince every ſpeculative, and prac- 
4 tical unbeliever, that the Lord is 


King; that he ruleth over all the 
kingdoms of the earth; and that all 
gcauſes, effects, and poſſibilities of 
= events relating to them, for wiſe 
and great reaſons, too deep for their 
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puny underſtandings to fathom, are 
from Him, and Him alone. 


This important point I ſhall now 
endeavour to prove; and may God 
enable me effectually to apply it to 
the awful occaſion, on which we are 


this day aſſembled before the Lord! 


And firſt, Reaſon ſays that the 
finger of God is evident in all the 
events that happen to the ſtates and 
kingdoms of this world. For, admit- 


ting that the world did not make it- 


ſelf, but was made by God, it will 
follow that the ſame God who made 
it, muſt ſtill govern it: unleſs we can 
ſuppoſe him to contrive and act as 
uncertainly and unſteadily, as ſome of 
us poor mortals here upon earth. 


Nor does Reaſon only point out 
this great truth, but it is alſo the 


Voice of Mankind. Otherwiſe, how 


comes it to paſs, that among all na- 
tions, 
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tions, and in all ages, there has been 
ſome religion or other practiced? 


What is the meaning of their publick- 


ly worſhipping God? of their putting 
up prayers and ſupplications to him 
for the things they ſtand in need of; 
and of their appointing religious ſo- 
lemnities for the expiation of guilt, or 
the averting of impendent calamities; 
which things have been practiced in 
all nations, from the beginning of the 
world to this day? what is the mea- 
ning of all this, but an acknowledg- 
ment, that God doth concern himſelf 
in the affairs of mankind, and diſ- 
penſes good or evil to them, accord- 
ing to their reſpective deportment. 


To ſay that all things are carried 
on by a whirl of fate, and a chain of 
neceſſary contingencies, is to ſay that 


all religion is a cheat; and that all 


mankind, except ſome refined reaſon- 
ers in the more polite countries, 
and ſome brutes in the more barbar- 

Ous 


E 


ous ones (who are of no religion at 
all) have been, and are, a company of 
credulous fools. For this is certain, 
that whatever argument either Jew, 
or Turk, or Chriſtian can ſuggeſt to 
himſelf, for the convincing him that 
it is hls intereſt or his duty to wor- 
ſhip God, or to be of any religion at 
all ; moch arguments do not only 
prove, but ſuppoſe, that God both 
knows and orders all the affairs of 
the world. 


But we have a ſtill greater teſtimo- 
ny for it, than the voice of reaſon, 
and the voice of mankind: 1 mean, 


the voice of God in his holy word. 


There, we are aſſured that Herulerh 
over all the kingdoms of the world, and 
giveth them to whomſoever he will . 


— * II 


* Daniel iv 17, 


There 
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There he is ſet forth as the author 
of all events, /o that no evil happens 
in a city, but the Lord doeth it“. 


There he is repreſented . as the 


all mens deſigus and actions. not only 
the eternal, but the temporal avenger 
of all evil practices; not only the 
protector and defender of that people 
or nation who act according to his 
good pleaſure; but he powerful in- 
lifter of dreadful puniſhments ꝙ upon 
them, if they a& contrary to it. 


There, we are told, that he is zhe 
God of battles; and that no king is 
ſaved by the multitude of his armies, 
nor any mighty man delivered by his 
own trengtb t. 


* Amos iii. 6. + Acts i. 24. Deuteronomy 
xxviii. 2. and 16. t Pſalm xxx11i. 16. 


There 
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There he is deſcribed, as making 


wars to ceaſe in all the world; break- 


ing the bow, and Rnapping the ſpear 


aſunder, and burning the chariots in 


the fire. 


There he expreſsly declares by the 
mouth of his prophet Iſaiah, hat he 
will puniſh the world for their evil, 
and the wicked for their iniquity ; and 
will cauſe the arrogancy of the proud 


zo ceaſe, and will lay low the ** 


neſs of the terribleÞ. 


And there Ezekiel particularly 
points out the manner in which God 
will avenge himſelf of a wicked na- 
tion. I will ſend blood into her frreets, 
and the wounded ſhall be judged in the 
midſt of her by the ſword on every fide}. 


The ſacred pages alſo aſſure us, 
that God looketh down from his habita- 


* Pf, xlvi. 9. + Ifa. xiii. 11. 1 Ezek. xxviii. 23. 
tion 


B a, 

tion upon all that dwell on the earth: 
that he faſhioneth all the hearts of them, 
= and underſiandeth all their ways*. 
= And though many are the devices that 
are in their hearts, yet it is His coun- 


; | * /el only that ſhall ſtand Þ. 


—_ Nor does he work only by living 
_ X agents, but his word tells us, that the 
XZ inanimate things of creation are em- 
/ XZ ployed by him to execute his mighty 
/ will. Fire and hail, ſnow and va- 


pour, wind and florm fulfil his word 1. 


In ſhort, it is God, as the apoſtle 
expreſſes it, hat worketh all things, and 


| he worketh them all according to the 
. counſel of his willy : ſo that nothing 
comes by chance, nothing is done in 
Y | vain: but all events are in purſuance 
| of ſome great deſign in the mind of 
4 the firſt ſupreme cauſe and mover of 
all things. : 


——_— — 


* Pſalmxxxiii. 14. + Proverbs xix. 21. 4 Pfalm 
exlviii. 8. $ Epheſians i. 11. 


C Thus 


1 


Thus we ſee that the finger of God 
is evident in all human events. But 
though God acts thus ſovereignly, 
remember, that he does not act arbi- 
trarily, but according to the moſt 
perfect rules of wiſdom and juſtice. 
Though it be true, as the pſalmiſt ob- 
ſerves, that whatſoever the Lord 
pleaſeth, that doth he in heaven, and in 
earth, in the ſea, and in all deep places” ; 
yet it is equally true, as the ſame au- 
thor tells us, „rat he hoveth righte- 
ouſneſs and judgment, and is holy in all 
his ways, andrighteous in all his doings”. 


He deals with the people of the dif- 


ferent nations upon earth as accounta- 


ble agents, without the leaſt force at 


all upon the free will of intelligent 
beings. He meaſures out good and 


evil to them, according as they have 


merited them. It they be fit for good, | 


good will come; if they deſerve pu- 
niſhment, they muſt expect it: For all 


God's 
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God's ways are equal, though their's are 
unequal. 


There is a divine power that go- 
verns all theſe matters; and though it 


be true, that no misfortunes befal a 


country, but there is a human reaſon 
to be given for it: yet it is as true, 
that if thoſe who ſat at the helm had 
the wiſdom, the conduct, and the 
ſtrength of the very angels of God; 

yet their endeavours would not de 
effectual for the making us happy, 
unleſs we ourſelves were in a capacity 


of being ſo, by being proper objects of 


God's mercy and favour. 


Hear this, ye little unbelieving rea- 
ſoners; ſhrink into yourſelves, and 
be alhameck attribute no more the 
great events of life to fate, to neceſ- 
ſary cauſes, or mere human contin- 
gencies; but acknowledge the finger 
of the great God in them. Come 


with me, and ſurvey the people of this 


2 land; 


| 
| 
| 
| 


S 
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land; and then doubt, if ye can, whe- 
ther American diſobedience, Gallic 
perfidy, Spaniſh pride, and Dutch 
avarice, are not inſtruments in the 
hands of an avenging God, to puniſh 
them for their various offences. But, 
where ſhall I begin, or where ſhall I 
make an end of this ungrateful taſk ? 
I ſay ungrateful taſk: for I am ſenſi- 
ble, that complaints, however juſt, are 
far from being pleaſing. But what 
would ye have me ſay? would ye 
have me tell you, who are now aſſem- 
bled in an extraordinary manner to 
humble yourſelves before God, that 
as a people ye have no fin to repent 
of? No! That muſt be left to thoſe 


unfaithful teachers, who can propheſy 


ſmooth things; who can ſneakingly, 


treacherouſſy, and complyingly dwell 
in ſtate, amidſt the tents of affluence 
and ungodlineſs. But the conſcien- 
tious diſpenſer of God's word, will 
rather truſt to providence for his 
bread, and be an honeſt door-keeper 
| in 
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[ 3 3 
in the houſe of the Lord all the days 
of his life, than forbear tacry aloud, and 


ſpare not; to lift up his voice like a 


trumpet; and fhew the people their 
tranſgreſſion, and the houſe of Jacob 
their inn. This is the only way to 
bring ſinners to repentance, and 
therefore is the only way by which 
the fincere paſtor can acquit himſelf 
to his conſcience and his God. | 


The firſt, and, I fear, the grand 
ſource of the many evils that abound 
amongſt us, is that ſpirit of infidelity 
which I have now been combating ; 
which would not only rob God of his 
government of the world, but has 
endeavoured to rob him of his glory 
too, as the Redeemer of mankind. 


To propagate theſe impious and ir- 


religious tenets, has not the preſs been 


— — 


— 


„ Iſaiah lviii, 1. 


long 


[ 14 } 


long teeming with a variety of pro- 
ductions? many of them, God knows! 
written with abilities, that would have 
done honour to a better cauſe, Their 
effects are but too viſible. What 
numbers of us live as if we were with- 
out God in the world? 


Behold the Great | See them profan- 
ing that ſacred day with their amuſe- 
ments, which the Almighty in the 
moſt ſolemn manner has commanded 
to be kept holy: fearleſs of puniſh- 
ment from Him, who has ſaid, Ye 
ſhall hallow my ſabbaths: I am the 
Lord*. 


See them, breaking through the ſa- 
cred bands of wedlock, and living in 
ſhameleſs and open adultery, as if 
there were no God to puniſh them for 
the breach of thoſe ſolemn vows, which 
were made in his awful preſence. 


2 — * 3 i 


* Leviticus xix. 30. | 
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See them, ſporting away immenſe 
fortunes upon the hazard of a ſingle 
die, as if there were no avenger of 
thoſe, who, without remorſe, involve 
whole families in a ſpeedy. ruin |! 


Contaminated by the ſame unbe- 
lieving principles, too many of them 
ſpare not to pluck the crown from the 
Redeemer's head. They will not even 
bear to hear the eſſential doctrines 
of chriſtianity preached to them: 
particularly, ſhould the faithful diſ- 
penſer of God's word attempt to prove 
the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt in their 
aſſemblies, they would deſpiſe him 
as a weak, ſuperſtitious mortal, whoſe - 
miſtaken zeal had deprived him of- 
his knowledge and underſtanding. 
In a word, the very ſound of the Gol- 
pel is diſpleaſing to them: they will 
attend to nothing, but a ſmooth, 
flowery, flimſy eflay; without any 
meaning at all, and which would even 
diſgrace 


C Jy 


diſgrace the pen of a heathen philoſo- 
pher. 


The contagion too, tho' different in 
its effects, has deſcended to the lower 
ranks of men. To what, but to this 
ſpirit of unbelief, can we attribute 
thoſe new arts of deceiving; that 
great variety of little, mean, ſhuf- 
fling, diſhoneſt practices; that injuſ- 
tice, oppreſſion, backbiting,. calum- 
ny, and every ſpecies of fraudful vil- 


Jainy, which are now ſo prevalent in 
the land? God is not, cannot be in 


their thoughts, who commit theſe 


things. ' hey never can ſuppoſe, that 


he will protect the injured; or that 
he will puniſh them for the inſolen- 
cies, indignities, ravages and cruelty, 
with which they maliciouſly oppreſs 
their neighbours, They muſt cer- 
tainly think, that it is a matter of no 
conſequence how they behave them- 
ſelves, or in what manner they behave 


towards others. They muſt ſay in 


their 
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© 
their hearts, Tuſh! thou God careff not 
for it. 


To the ſame corrupted cauſe we 
muſt aſſign that careleſſneſs and neg- 
lect Rare, religious ordinances; that 
coldneſs and deadneſs in evangelical 
duties; that w wavering and unſteadineſs 
in our religious opinions, and that 
want of concern for the honour of the 
Redeemer, which are too notoriouſly 
vifible amongſt us to be denied. 
Indeed, while the fountain is cor- 
= rupted, the ſtreams that flow from it 


cannot be pure. While infidelity 


p lurks at the bottom, and tempts us to 
4 be ſo far doubtful about the effentials 


= of chriſtianity, as to ſay, with Nicode- 
mus, how can theſe things be? no won- 
der that divine ordinances become 

= weariſome to us: that evangelical 
1 duties grow inſipid: that we fly with 
Mp itching ears from one falſe teacher to 
another: and at laſt, bewildered in a 
maze, give up our religion, and deſert 
our 
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our Lord and Maſter. This, I fear, is 


but too true a picture of thouſands and 
ten thouſands in this unhappy land. 


And as unbelief is thus the parent 
of immorality and irreligion, fo from 
immorality and irreligion ariſe confu- 
ſion and diſorder; a contempt of 
every obligation civil and divine. Of 
this there cannot be a ſtronger proof, 
than the multitudes who flock to thoſe 
houſes of diſputation, which are little 
better than ſeminaries of {edition and 
rebellion; and to thoſe ſhameful Sun- 


day evening meetings, where the little 


remains of religion that are amongſt 
us, Will, it not timely prevented, receive 
their laſt and mortal wound. For the 
truth of the latter aſſertion, I need 
only appeal to an advertiſement that 
appeared in one of the public prints 
a few weeks ago; by which we were 
informed, that on the following Sunday 
evening tins ſolemn text of ſcripture 
would be diſcuſſed, at a Tavern! 
; « 7Zake, 


„ . 4% "9s Fu 097 3 T0 
x Dy 4 is oo BY De . 
$5.4 * Wy 3 - 3 "mp 5 i 2 - 

4 * N ns. WS, 


\ 5 1 8 <7 I 2 15 
7 os I 
4 ot S * 8 *% ” = * 
4 


18 7 


« tale, eat, this is my body.” Could 


there poſſibly be a more ſcandalous 
breach of order and decorum, or a 
more irreverent contempt for religion 
and its ſacred truths, than this? none ! 
except that ſhocking aſſembly called 
the Promenade; which, to ſay no 
more of it, is a horrid diſgrace to a 
chriſtian country. 


And when diſorder and confuſion 
thus prevail, they produce a want even 
of common decency. O modeſty, 
whither art thou fled! Well indeed 
may we make this exclamation, when 
multitudes of females, aſſuming a 
boldneſs that is not native in their ſex, 
ſhameleſsly meet together, and with 
a manly effrontery enter into the field 
of public diſputation. 


To the ſame want of common de- 


cency it is owing, that we ſee pernicious 


books---whoſe titles are ſure preſages of 
the obſcenity of their contents---too 
D 2 fre- 


Ba 


frequently publiſhed, without a ſenſe 
of ſhame or fear, 


And for the very ſame reaſon it is, 
that we behold expoſed to fale a 
variety of ſhameful prints ; ridiculing 
the handy works of the great God: 
holding up to general ſcorn almoſt 
every public character; not ſparing 
even Majeſty itſelf; and debauching 
the morals of our youth with ſuch 
lewd repreſentations, as would raiſe 
even the paſſions of age itſelf. 


Shall not I viſit for theſe things, ſaith 
the Lord? and ſhall not my ſoul be 
avenged of ſuch a nation as this“ Can 
ye poſſibly be at a loſs for a reaſon of 
your being ſurrounded with enemies, 


without a ſingle ally? is not this the 


finger of the great God? and can he 
not make bare his arm to puniſh you ? 
can ye think, that he will hear your 
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Jeremiah v. 9, 


prayers, 
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L 211 
prayers, or regard your ſolemn meet- 
ings, while theſe iniquities remain in 
the land? Unleſs you repent, he can not 
only increaſe the number of your 
enemies, but he is able to bring a 
ſwifter deſtruction upon you, by ſome 
of his more mighty and ſpeedy meſ- 
ſengers of vengeance. The weſtern 
world has awfully felt his power. To 
deſcribe its deſolating effects would 
be needleſs. The diftreſsful tale has 
been too recently and patherically re- 
lated, to be fo ſoon eraſed from any 
fecling mind. The diſpenſation, no 
doubt, was wiſe and juſt, It becomes 
not us to inquire why it was inflicted ; 
but to tremble for ourſelves; to pity 
their 'condition, and relieve their wants. 
Blefled be God, amidit all our depra- 
vity, humanity has not forſaken us! 
and we find in the firſt leſſon for this 
ſolemnity, that it is part of the duty 
of a religious faſt, zo draw out our 


foul to the hungry: to ſatisfy the 


affiifted ſoul; and not to hide ourſelves 
from 


E | 
from our own fleſh.” Thus far, IT hope, 
your meeting together this day will 
be acceptable to Almighty God. You 
will not fail to embrace an opportu- 
nity which will be afforded you at 
the chapel doors, of endeavouring to 
comfort the hearts of a diſtreſſed, 
drooping people, who are groaning 
under the dreadful effects of an aw- 
ful calamity! 


But, my friends, the prophet tells us, 
that the buſineſs of a faſt extends ſtill 
further than this; even ** zo /ooſethe bandes 
of wickedneſs; to undo the heavy bur- % 
dens; to let the oppreſſed go free ; and 
that we break every yoke. Our de- 
pravity in theſe ſeveral reſpects, is, I 
fear, too general, to expect as general 
a repentance, 
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Let us then hope, that there are 
ſome pious individuals amongſt us, 
who are qualified to pray for a wicked 
people. I truſt, that in our ſeveral 
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congregations this day, there have been 
ſome wreſtling Facobs; God grant that 
they may prove prevailing Iſraels J 
May the great Interceſſor offer the 
incenſe of their prayers before the 
throne of his eternal Father, with ſuch 
a ſweet- ſmelling ſavour, as to incline 
him to ſuſpend his wrath; and to pour 
out his Holy Spirit ſo plentifully upon 
the inhabitants of this land, that the 
hearts of the diſobedient may be 
turned to the wiſdom of the juſt; and 
we may at laſt be found an acceptable 


people in his fight, for Jeſus Chriſt's 


ſake! Amen. 
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Price Six- pence; or Two Guineas per Hundred 
to thoſe who give them away. 


